The Control of Industry

only 6d. the pound, and in 1432 the wax-chandlers
were ordered not to charge for workmanship more than
3d. the pound over the current price of wax.1 The prin-
ciple that the craftsman should be content with a
reasonable profit, and not turn the casual needs of his
neighbours to his own benefit, is constantly brought out
in local regulations, as, for instance, in London in 1362,
when in consequence of the damage wrought by a great
storm tiles were in great demand, and the tilers were
ordered to go on making tiles and selling them at the
usual prices.2

The two principles of reasonable profit and service of
the community are brought out in the case of the Chester
bakers in 1557. Wheat having risen to 463. the quarter,
the mayor and council fixed the weight of the half-
penny loaf at 6| ounces : the bakers refused to bake at
this rate, but the corporation, after careful considera-
tion, decided that the charge was ' laufull necessary and
suffycyent for the bayker to lyve upon '. On the bakers1
refusal to accept this decision bread grew scarce, and the
mayor issued a proclamation desiring everybody to
provide for themselves as far as possible and authorizing
anyone to bake good wholesome bread and bring it to
the market, in which case they should ' not have onely
redy monye for ther bred with hartye thankes ' but
should be protected from prosecution for infringing the
liberties of the bakers' gild. The bakers then appealed
to the Council of the Marches, who upheld the action
of the mayor; considering that the bakers ' by ther
doings manifestly declaring them selves rather the
occasion of derthe than plentye agenest the comon

1 Statutes, ii Hen. VI.              a Riley, Mems. of London, 308.
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